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African EduTech Conference 2024

We are thrilled to have attended the 3-day African Edutech Conference 2024, 
where dignitaries from across Africa gathered to explore the transformative 
power of technology in education. 

A key highlight was hearing from Dr. Hamid Bobboyi, Executive Secretary 
of UBEC, who shared the commission’s vision to partner with Edutech 
companies to accelerate educational progress. 

From seminars and masterclasses to a dynamic pitch competition and 
student technology showcase, every session inspired us with new insights 
and ideas. 

We wrapped up with a memorable tour of Abuja, bringing back a wealth of 
knowledge and inspiration to FlexiSAF Foundation. Many thanks to NBCC, 
EDUFIRST, and UBEC for this impactful event.



National Information Technology Development Agency 
(NITDA)  Stakeholder Engagement Meeting

We were honored to attend the National Information Technology 
Development Agency (NITDA)  Stakeholder Engagement Meeting, 
co-hosted by Lagos Business School (LBS).

This important gathering aimed to enhance collaboration between private 
and public sector stakeholders and foster discussions around Nigeria's 
digital economy.

As we work towards an inclusive and accessible education system, we look 
forward to how digital innovation will enhance learning opportunities and 
create a brighter future for all.



MACI STEM Handbook Training

Thrilled to kick off our first session with Mr. Abel, the Acting CEO of Mentor 
an African Child Initiative (MACI), who introduced us to the MACI STEM 
Handbook—a fantastic guide to fun learning activities! 

He shared the secret sauce for making education unforgettable and 
engaging for kids. Who says learning can’t be a blast? Even as adults, 
we enjoyed it too! 

We’re excited for the second session and can’t wait to integrate this into our 
programs, equipping our beneficiaries with valuable STEM skills and driving 
lasting impact.



Incubator Program Projects Implementation:
The Five winners of the FlexiSAF Foundation’s Incubator Program who received a micro-grant from FlexiSAF 
Foundation with the support of Nigeria Youth Futures Fund (NYFF) were able to successfully implement their 
projects.

1.SafeNet Ambassadors by Gambo Maina Bawa 

It's amazing to know that a parent shared with Gambo how the program has profoundly transformed 
her son's perspective, emphasizing the crucial need for parental involvement in future cohorts to truly 
understand their children's dreams and aspirations.

This is more than just a program; it's a movement that is reshaping our community! A massive round of 
applause for the visionary behind this initiative for spearheading such a monumental change!
In a world that has gone digital, Gambo's project perfectly embodies our commitment to SDG 4 - quality 
education. Together, we're not just advocating; we're actively shaping a safer and more informed digital 
future for all!
We couldn't be more proud!

We are absolutely blown away by the success-
ful project implementation by Gambo Maina 
Bawa, one of the five winners of the Incubator 
Program who received a micro-grant from Flex-
iSAF Foundation with the support of Nigeria 
Youth Futures Fund (NYFF).

Gambo has truly outdone himself with his ex-
traordinary project, "SafeNet Ambassadors", 
demonstrating vision and dedication as he 
makes a meaningful difference in the fight 
against cyberbullying and empowers school 
children to navigate the digital world responsi-
bly.
This transformative initiative played a crucial 
role in tackling the pressing issues of cyberbul-
lying and irresponsible internet use by equip-
ping an incredible 532 students across nine 
schools with essential digital safety skills 
through innovative peer-to-peer training.



2. Voice for Health by Hanifa Zakari 

We are incredibly proud to showcase Hanifa 
Zakari Shuaibu's transformative "Voice for 
Health" project, aimed at addressing the high 
prevalence of sickle cell disease in Tiga, Bebeji 
Local Government, Kano State. As one of our 
outstanding Incubator Program winners, Hanifa 
received a micro-grant from FlexiSAF Founda-
tion with the support of the Nigeria Youth 
Futures Fund (NYFF).

Hanifa's initiative is nothing short of remarkable!
Through her commitment to community welfare, 
she has not only raised awareness about sickle 
cell disease but has also provided free genotype 
testing and screening for the youth. Her 
thoughtful decision to offer educational materi-
als in Hausa demonstrates her profound under-
standing of the community's needs, ensuring 
that vital information is accessible to everyone. 
During her awareness session, 63 participants 
gathered to hear about the importance of geno-
type testing.

Hanifa's ability to connect with the audience was inspiring, and 37 youths benefited from free test-
ing-a testament to her passion and effectiveness. The session was further enriched by a heartfelt 
story from a mother of two children living with sickle cell disease, which moved participants and 
emphasized the importance of awareness.
Hanifa's impact extends far beyond health education.

Her work highlights the broader issue of how chronic illnesses like sickle cell disease can disrupt 
children's education. Many children with this condition face frequent absences from school, and 
some are at risk of dropping out entirely due to their health challenges.

Thanks to Hanifa's dedication, participants now have the tools to make informed decisions that will 
protect their children's futures and promote healthier families.



3. #EmpowerKwaru Girls by Sadiq Sani Suleiman

We're excited to spotlight Sadiq Sani Suleiman and his 
inspiring "EmpowerKwaruGirls" project, made possible 
through a micro-grant from the FlexiSAF Foundation 
with the support of the Nigeria Youth Futures Fund 
(NYFF).

Sadiq, a dedicated young change-maker, has taken 
significant steps in addressing the educational barri-
ers faced by disadvantaged girls, engaging over 50 
community members in the Kwaru community, Kano 
State.

His efforts include digital literacy training and sensiti-
zation campaigns. Through these initiatives, he has 
empowered 20 girls with essential skills for their 
future. Notably, 10 of these girls are now part of a 
scholarship program at the Ajiyan Hausa ICT Enter-
prise, which offers them ongoing educational opportu-
nities.

However, the journey has not been without challenges. 
A key finding was the lack of confidence among com-
munity members in navigating the internet-an alarming 
reality in 2024?!

In a world advancing in Al, it is important that every Nigerian can harness the power of technology. One of 
the program's success stories was that of Fatima, a young girl who initially struggled with using technology 
but now has a different story to tell. Through the program, she not only learned to use the internet but also 
gained the confidence to support her family with her newfound skills. Isn't that inspiring?

We are proud and in awe of leaders like Sadia, who are championing the FlexiSAF Foundation's vision that 
"no child should be denied the opportunity to learn and reach their full potential through quality education." 
His work truly speaks volumes, ensuring that no child is left behind!



4. Reusable Pads for Sustainable Menstrual Hygiene by 
Khairat Suleiman

Exciting news from Kano Municipal!

We are truly impressed by Khairat Suleiman, a pas-
sionate advocate for women’s health and one of 
the winners of our Incubator Program. As the 
visionary behind the “Reusable Pads for Sustain-
able Menstrual Hygiene” project, she is making a 
remarkable impact in her community by address-
ing period poverty.

With a micro-grant from the FlexiSAF Foundation, supported by the Nigeria Youth Futures Fund, Khairat 
trained 50 young girls to create durable, comfortable reusable sanitary pads, empowering them to over-
come period poverty—a significant barrier to education for many girls. By equipping them with skills to 
make reusable menstrual pads, she ensures these girls have access to sustainable menstrual hygiene 
practices, enabling them to attend school consistently without interruption. This initiative also carries the 
hope that this knowledge will spread throughout their communities, paving the way for a future where 
every girl can thrive free from menstrual hygiene challenges.

One inspiring story from Khairat’s project is that of Aisha, a participant who previously struggled with 
affordability, often relying on newspapers and old clothes. After attending Khairat’s workshop, Aisha now 
feels empowered to make her own reusable pads, giving her greater confidence and comfort during her 
monthly cycle.

This project goes beyond providing pads; it’s about dignity, empowerment, and connection. It reflects the 
FlexiSAF Foundation’s mission of ‘Education for All’ by addressing issues that contribute to student dropout 
and absenteeism, helping to ensure consistent school attendance. 

By promoting sustainable menstrual hygiene practices and offering a cost-effective solution for menstrual 
health, Khairat instills a sense of responsibility toward both personal well-being and the environment.

Let’s celebrate Khairat and the incredible change she’s bringing to her community!



5. Reducing Juvenile Drug Abuse at Gwale Senior Secondary 
School by Abbas Alhassan Yusif 

We are pleased to highlight the impactful initiative, “Reducing Juvenile Drug Abuse at Gwale Senior Sec-
ondary School,” led by Abbas Alhassan Yusif. 

Recognising the urgent need for action, Abbas embarked on a mission to engage and educate students 
and school staff at Gwale Secondary School, Kano, about the dangers of drug abuse. 

To achieve this, Abbas organized a one-day sensitization session for students and staff. This session 
equipped students with crucial information about the root causes and dangers of substance abuse, 
which can lead to long-term challenges such as cognitive impairments and social isolation. Meanwhile, 
teachers received training from experts on how to recognize early signs of abuse. To further ensure the 
entire school community had access to vital resources, informative pamphlets were distributed.

The FlexiSAF Foundation wholeheartedly endorses this initiative, as it aligns with our mission to support 
student well-being and help children stay in school, ensuring they have access to quality education and a 
better future. By prioritizing students’ personal development and safety, we aim to create an inclusive envi-
ronment where every child can thrive academically and socially.

We applaud Abbas’s dedication and strategic planning in laying the groundwork for long-term impact. His 
commitment to open discussions on this urgent issue and provision of essential support are vital to safe-
guarding young people and empowering them to achieve their full potential.



Education System Strengthening Meeting organised by 
the Centre for Girls Education (CGE)

We participated in the Education System Strengthening Meeting alongside other 
CSOs, organised by the Centre for Girls’ Education (CGE). 

The main focus of the discussions was strengthening systems to ensure 12 years of 
free, safe, and quality education for every girl in Kaduna State with the key highlights 
being: Engaging with government leaders and community influencers to push 
forward the Gender-Responsive Education Sector Plans (GRESP) initiative. Powerful 
discussions on removing barriers to girls' education, including early marriage and 
hidden school fees. Inspiring success stories of girls whose lives have been changed 
by education!

Together, we plan to advance gender-equal education by strengthening 
partnerships, integrating life skills education, advocating for Gender-Responsive 
Education Sector Plans, and enhancing community engagement.
We are optimistic about the potential to create a brighter future for girls! 



Redefining Marriage as a Financial Solution: A Safe Space 
Session with Our AccLearn Girls 

To commemorate the 2024 International Day of the Girl Child, we held a session with 
the girls at one of our AccLearn learning centers, a space dedicated to nurturing their 
dreams and potential. The focus of our gathering was simple yet profound: to encour-
age each girl to share her career aspirations and visualize a future where her goals 
could become a reality. It was a powerful moment, as one by one, they expressed their 
hopes—some wanted to become doctors, others teachers, engineers, lawyers, and 
even soldiers or community leaders. A common theme emerged: they all wanted to 
help uplift their community.

But as they shared, I posed a question: “What do you think could hold you back from 
achieving these dreams?” For a moment, the room fell silent. Then, one girl’s voice 
broke through, expressing what many were feeling but hesitant to say. “Ana aurar 
damu saboda a cewarsu, idan mukayi aure zamu rufama iyayenmu asiri, mu taimakawa 
kannen mu,” she said, explaining that they are often married off because their families 
believe it will bring prosperity and support to their parents and siblings. The room grew 
still as the girls nodded in agreement, acknowledging that marriage loomed as an ex-
pectation long before they could complete their education or build a career.



The conversation shifted from dreams to the societal pressures they face, where mar-
riage is seen as a form of “jari,” or investment, a way for their families to secure finan-
cial support. Many of these young girls shared that their parents view marriage as a 
means to relieve financial burdens. Yet, the girls bravely pointed out a truth rarely 
spoken: the men they are often married off to lack the resources to support their own 
households, let alone bring the prosperity hoped for by the girls’ families. They under-
stood that marriage as a solution is often a misconception, a cycle that prevents fami-
lies from realizing the true potential of their daughters.

Listening to them, I shared a simple but powerful phrase, “Aure ba jari bane ba,” mean-
ing, "marriage is not a business transaction." The words resonated deeply, and with 
conviction, they repeated after me, “Aure ba jari bane ba.” In that moment, the phrase 
became a small but powerful mantra, an expression of their worth and a reminder that 
their dreams and potential could not be reduced to a transaction. They promised to 
take this message home, to speak with their families about their own aspirations, and 
to help their parents see that supporting their education and ambitions would bring far 
greater benefits in the long term.

The girls left the session not only with a clearer vision for their futures, but also with a 
commitment to redefine the narrative surrounding marriage within their communities. 
Their voices and resolve were a testament to the strength and resilience they carry. As 
they stand on the path to transforming both their own lives and the lives of those 
around them, they embody the hope that one day, a girl’s worth will not be tied to mar-
riage but to the endless possibilities she has to shape her destiny.

Join Us in Breaking the Cycle

Support more girls like these in achieving their dreams by donating to our educational 
programs. Together, we can break the cycle of early marriage and build a brighter 
future for our girls and communities.
Want to be part of this movement? Get involved by volunteering or reaching out to us 
via email at info@flexisaf.org to learn more about how you can help make a difference.
Help us share these powerful messages with others. Follow us on social media and 
share our stories to bring awareness to the challenges and dreams of girls in our com-
munities.

Written by Amina Usman, Coordinator, FlexiSAF Foundation
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